
 

Siskinite’s Weekly Post  
 October 14, 2016 

 

 

Siskinites and 100 other WCA students at the MVFF’S CIF Screening of ODDBALL! 
A local Tradition!  

 

Important School Wide Announcements and Dates: 

Be a SMART DOG! 
The Willow Creek Foundation is ramping it up this week. 
They've sent out all thank you letters AND reminder letters to donate. 
To avoid their phone call on October 24th...the S.M.A.R.T. Day Of Giving...get online and donate. 
www.WillowCreekAcademy.org/donate. 
 
Every cent counts, but they're hoping you can donate... 
* $250/student/year for the "S" - Classroom Support OR 
* $1200/student/year for the SMART "full share" - Classroom, Music, Art, Reading, Technology OR 
* $3000/student/year - some families aren't able to give the "full share"...if you can donate more, 
please do! 

Thank you so much! 
You can donate on-line at www.WillowCreekAcademy.org/donate or by cash/check in the main office. 
Every single donation is appreciated. So, please consider giving an amount appropriate to your family. 
D.O.G. (Day Of Giving) calls are scheduled for October 28. Try to get your donation in before then! And 
I hear the new blue bumper stickers are on their way sometime next week. 
Thank you so much for your support! 

 

 

 

http://www.willowcreekacademy.org/donate
http://www.willowcreekacademy.org/donate


 

 

Room 6 Headlines 

There is no school on Fri., Oct. 14 and Mon., Oct. 17  

Staff development and parent teacher conferences 

MVFF EDUCATIONAL SCREENINGS 

This week, students have been reading mentor texts and writing narratives with a focus on
"showing" instead of “telling” stories. The mentor texts students examined  were selected 
because their authors’ use specific language, real facts, descriptive verbs, vivid  adjectives 
to share stories bit by bit instead of "telling.”  Students have  have been reading "mentor" 
texts by some great authors like Cynthia Rylant. 

Another  strategy introduced to students this week was to try and create images that 
describe people and places with words that create a captivating movie in the minds of 
readers. Our trip this week to the CIF screening of the film Oddball   was a perfect activity 
to give life to this  storytelling lesson! 

In October of each year, CFI Education hosts free screenings of films from the Mill Valley 
Film Festival. Eight to ten films are chosen from the hundreds of films in the festival for 
these school-time screenings. Choices are made to include all ages as well as subject range 
and curriculum enhancement. In many cases, guest speakers are in attendance for 
post-screening conversations and Q&As—teacher guides are provided. 

In cases where schools cannot participate because of lack of transportation, CFI provides a 
limited number of buses on a first-come, first-served basis. The students at WCA are so 
lucky to live in a county that provides such a rich and special opportunity. Later in the 
year, students will be writing scripts for their own short videos.  

 Path to TERC Investigation At Home 
1. https://www.pearsonrealize.com  

2.username: student google address  

3.Password: third12345 or  fourth12345 

4.Class 

5. Assignments 

SEESAW 

     This year we're going to use a new tool to share what we're learning in class called Seesaw. 

Your child will have his or her own learning journal, and you can get notified when your child 
adds new items. It's completely private -- only you can see your child's journal outside of class. 
Look for an email from Mrs. Mayes or I soon!  

Click on https://app.seesaw.me/s/676-248-016 to sign up -- it takes just 30 seconds.Once you sign 

up, you can download the Seesaw Parent app for iPhone or Android, or access your child's 
journal on the web. 

P.S. If you have more than one child using Seesaw, or want to add a new class/school year for 

your child, follow the link in this email, then click 'Sign in' tab at the top. You do not need to 
create a new account. 

 

 

https://www.pearsonrealize.com/
https://app.seesaw.me/s/676-248-016


 

WILDSTYLE  

     On November 8th, we will begin a science project called "Wild Style."  

The driving question for this project is: How can we design clothes that are adapted like animals? 

( in other words, design clothes that reflect the structure and function of a specific animal 
adaptation ). The fourth graders did a similar project last year, but we have changed it in many 
ways! The fourth graders will be doing this project too, but will focus  on more complex 
adaptations related to sensory organs and their function, working with larger body systems. We 
need one thing for this project to be successful: old clothes! 

If you have old, used clothing lying around (kids' or adults'), please put it in a bag and send it in 

with your child, but not until I ask for it:) . Old shirts, hats, pants, shoes, gloves, scarves... Clothes 
with holes, clothes with tears, clothes with unpopular sports team logos... We'll take them all! 

There will be a lot of research for students to do first, but I am letting you know ahead of time so 

you can begin collecting! Please do not send the clothing to school before November 4th! I have 
no space in the room right now! I'll let you know when to send it in.  

 

Field trips and special school and classroom events 
 

October Depart/Return Destination Transportation Content 

Friday  
10/21/16 

9:00-1:00 Fine Arts Museums 
of San Francisco 
de Young 
 

Carpool Get Smart Art  
Program 
California: Students will 
explore the multiple layers 
of cultural heritage that 
comprise the fascinating 
story of our state. 
Euro–American settlements 
in the California region, 
technological advancements 
such as the Transcontinental 
Railroad, and the great 
wealth produced by western 
mining operations.  
Native American cultures of 
California and how these 
cultures survived and 
adapted to the rapid 
environmental and cultural 
changes resulting from 
European expansion. 
 

Monday 
10/24/16 

8:30-3:00 Ane Rovetta 
Storyteller and 
artisan 

At School Students will learn about 
American Indian nations in 
their local region long ago 
and in the recent past 
through storytelling, art, and 
crafts. 
They will recount stories, 
including fables, folktales, 
and myths from diverse 
cultures; determine the 
central message, lesson, or 

 



 

moral and explain how it is 
conveyed through key 
details in the text. 
ELA 
Describe characters in a 
story (e.g., their traits, 
motivations, or feelings) and 
explain how their actions 
contribute to the sequence 
of events. 
 

 

Homework Assignments 

• Homework is assigned on Friday and due one week later! 
• Have your child choose an online math option at least three times a week! I assigned TERC assignments this 
week! Students can choose to explore math tools, vocabulary, and games too! 
Prodigy 

https://prodigygame.com/P lay/ 

XtraMath 

https://xtramath.org 

Khan Academy  

https://www.khanacademy.org/ 

TERC Investigation  

https://www.pearsonrealize.com  

USERNAME:: student google address and either 

 PASSWORD: third12345  fourth12345 

• Please remind your child put their name on their work 
•Please have your child write in complete sentences including 
responses to Scholastic News activities 
• Encourage capitalization and end of sentence punctuation!  
•Have your child read their written work aloud when editing to listen for clarity and c 

 

 

 

 

Mandatory Homework 

Family Project: Choose one or more  Pourquoi Stories  to read.  COMPLETE ONE POURQUOI STORY READING 
RESPONSE PACKET: These stories can count as nightly reading! 

Cursive: letter: P 

Reading log and discussion questions:  Read 30 minutes nightly and choose three discussion questions to answer. Fourth 
graders: Choose at least two discussion questions to write and record in your “homework” Reading log 

Scholastic News:    No delivery because of holiday 

Differentiated “Assign Myself” HW:  TERC worksheet pages 

 
 

 

 

https://prodigygame.com/Play/
https://prodigygame.com/Play/
https://xtramath.org/
https://www.pearsonrealize.com/


 

Optional Assignments 

Spelling:  Spelling  BEE words: prefixes (coming soon!) 

Spelling City  

https://www.spellingcity.com/ 

Math: Prodigy 

https://prodigygame.com/P lay/ 

XtraMath 

https://xtramath.org 

Khan Academy  

https://www.khanacademy.org/ 

TERC Investigation  

https://www.pearsonrealize.com  

username: student google address 

Password:third12345 OR  fourth12345 

Go to class 

Go to assignments 

Or Explore! 

Reading K-3rd grade:  

 

 

Bookflix 

http://auth.grolier.com/login/bookflix/login.php 

Password: wcacademy 

Username: wcacademy 

Reading 3rd-8th grade:  

 

 

Trueflix 

http://trueflix.scholastic.com  

Password: wcacademy 

Username: wcacademy 

Keyboard skills:  

 

Dance Mat Typing  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/guides/z3c6tfr 

 

MATH WORKSHOP 

 

Problem solving with tiles and linker cubes! How many ways can you arrange 72 chairs? The arrangements 

must be a rectangular array like in a movie theater.  

What are students doing and learning? 

•3rd-Multiplication concepts and strategies•drawing and building things that come in groups; multiplication 
vocabulary; using  tiles to find the area of a rectangle and continue finding products for arrays 

 

https://prodigygame.com/Play/
https://prodigygame.com/Play/
https://xtramath.org/
https://www.pearsonrealize.com/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/guides/z3c6tfr


 

•4th-Multiplication and division concepts and strategies: strategies for working with large numbers and three 
step word problems 

 

 

WRITER’S WORKSHOP 

 

Diving into writing! 

What are students doing and learning?  

•Creating a Storyteller’s Voice; using show, not tell 

•Narrative writing: writing stories based on our local human and physical geography trips 

• Nonfiction note-taking strategies 

•Word choice: using proper nouns and adjectives to add details ( including factual information) that enhance, 

extend, and clarify thoughts, ideas, and feelings communicated through writing 

•Hyaku: focus on syllabication, stretching vocabulary by using specific nouns, adjectives, and verbs 

 

READER’S WORKSHOP 

 

Reading to learn  across the curriculum in science, history, and literature this week!  

What are students doing and learning? 

•California Weekly  ( 4th grade) 

•Traditional Pourquoi and How and Why Stories  

• Island of the Blue Dolphins  Novel Study 

• Continuation stories 

•Reading and recording important details  

•Narrative story elements: literary analysis 

 



 

SCIENCE 

What are students doing and learning? 

• Native Plants and Animals. Earth Science 

• Human Brain and learning 

• Inherited traits and human selection 

  

FARM TO TABLE WITH BARBARA  

 

Stay tuned! 

SOCIAL STUDIES 

 

Fourth graders work on finishing their  CA Geography Regional Projects while  third begins research for 

their expert Miwok Geocache Projects 

What are students doing and learning? 

•Building a foundation for California and Sausalito Underground Projects through non-fiction reading, field trips. 

Digital images, sketches, Photographs, artifacts 

 

The Driving Question: 

How can we as archaeologists, use evidence to answer mysteries about California and Sausalito’s past?  

Young archaeologists will spend the fall digging  for clues about the past through experiential learning on field trips, 

while reading books back in class, by analyzing primary sources such as letters, journals, paintings, photographs etc. 

to learn more about the physical geography of California and Sausalito/Bay Region. Beneath that layer of 

understanding, like anthropologists they will uncover clues about the first Californians, Native Americans who lived 

in Sausalito and Marin and in the different regions of California. Third and fourth graders will compare and contrast 

their research to better help them understand that the environment in which a group of people live in influences 

what they make and do, the culture of a group of people. The final project will be the creation of “cultural” geocaches 

with archaeological catalogues. Student catalogues will describe each artifact in their geocache, the location it was 

found, material it was made from, and its cultural significance.  The fourth graders will create geocaches that depict 

Native Americans from different CA regions and third graders, different LIFEWAYS of the Coastal Miwok.  

 

 

 

LIFE SKILL TOOL OF THE MONTH  

 



 

What are students doing and learning?  

RESPONSIBILITY 

•Siskintes are working to be more responsible at lunch. 

 

SNEAK PREVIEW OF THE WEEK 

What will students be doing and learning? 

Math: TERC INVESTIGATIONS: Unit 3 

3rd and 4th grade:  Writing:  A Storyteller’s Voice Shows and Does Not Tell 

•Nouns: proper, common, pronoun, collective, abstract  

•Words Their Way  Spelling Inventory 

Reading:   Traditional “ How and Why” short stories; Island of the Blue Dolphins (  4th) 

Social studies:  Human and and physical geography; First Californians: Miwok and California Expert Projects 

Science:  Human Brain and Learning; native plants and animals, geology, inherited traits 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


